The Gift That Goes On and On

Entrances:  Half of the class enters from the left wings and half enter from the right wings.

Each student is in one scene interacting with only a few others so a minimum of rehearsing is required.  Subbing should be easy and some kids could play more than one part.  The numbers of homeless people and the numbers of children in the last scene can be increased or decreased and they could include kids who don’t speak or who speak chorally.

3 microphones:  1 in the middle and 1 near left end and 1 near right end

Props:  2 phones, some food bank items on a dolly, including a tin of hot chocolate and 2 boxes of cookies (one open)

Costumes:  old-looking clothes for 6 people, white wigs and canes for 2 elderly people

Parts:

1
Introducer:







2
Skeptic:  




3
Child who cleans room:
4
Jane (Mom):







5:
Jason (food bank manager):




6:
Mrs. Sweizter:  






7:
Child:








8:
Child: 









9:
Mr. Sweizter:






10:
Homeless person:






11:
Homeless person:






12:
Homeless person:






13:
Homeless person:






14:
Thomas 







15:
Sam (little brother):






16:
Tyson: big part






17:
Johnny (little brother):





18:  
Child:








19:
Child: 








20:
Child:








21:
Child:








22:
Child:








23:
Mr. Ostergard: 






24:
Mrs. Ostergard:






25:
Closing narrator:  






26:
Closing narrator:






Play:  The Gift that Goes On and On
1:
In this holiday season, people give each other gifts to show that they care about them.   Wouldn’t it be great if we kept the spirit of caring alive all year long?
2:
Right, like it matters!  It’s olways the same old thing, “Be nice.”  But, I mean what difference does it really make?  The world is so full of problems – there are always going to be people who are mean.  What difference can one person make?

1:
Well, you might be surprised to see what difference a little bit of caring can make.  Just like the Olympic torch, kindness can be passed along from one person to another.
3:
My mom says, “Take care of your environment” – which means my room.  Like she seems to have a problem with my storing my clothes on my floor!  It just saves me time when I get dressed in the morning.  Everything is just right there!  But, just to be nice, in the spirit of the holiday season, I cleaned up today.  Who knew I had a floor?  I also found 2 overdue library books, an unfamiliar red sweater and a very interesting science experiment with mould.  Do you know what happens to half a sandwich after a few weeks?   Hey, mom, I cleaned my room!

4:
Oh, thank you, honey!  I know that having a tidy house doesn’t feel important to you.  But it makes a huge difference to me.  And you found my sweater!  I wondered where it got to.  Thanks for looking after your room and honey, thanks for caring about me.

3:
You’re welcome, mom.  Thanks for caring for me, too.  I gotta admit: it looks kind of good in here, now.  My friends are waiting.  Bye.

4:
(uses phone) Hi, Jason.  It’s Jane.  I was supposed to help at the food bank today but I phoned an hour ago and said I couldn’t make it.  
5:
Yes, I’m sorry you aren’t feeling well, Jane.  We could have really used your help tonight.

4:
I was just too tired.  The house was so messy and I just felt so overwhelmed.  But, I’m feeling much better now.  Can you still use my help?  
5:
Sure.  Come as soon as you can.  

4:
Ill be right there.  You know, no matter how tired I am, I always feel a little better when I can help somebody else.

5:
See you soon!  
(4 walks across stage to stage R which is food shelter)

4:
Hi, Jason.
5:
Hi, Jane.  I’m so glad you could make it.  The food bank is so busy tonight.  

(Sweitzer family of mom, dad and 2 kids enters L and walks across stage.)

4:
Mr. and Mrs. Sweitzer.  I see you’ve brought the kids.  We’ve got some special treats at the food bank today.

6: 
How nice.  Look, kids (points to food).  

7:
Can we get a box of cookies?

8:
Look, Mommy, there’s some hot chocolate.  Can we get it, please mommy?

7:
But I want the cookies!

5:
Go ahead.  You can take the hot chocolate and 2 boxes of cookies today in addition to your basic groceries.  People have been very generous this year in giving to the food bank.

6:
Oh, thank you!   We count on being able to pick up essentials but it’s nice to be able to get some treats, too.
4:
You’re welcome.  Happy Hanukah!

9:
Happy holidays to you, too!

(Family walks halfway back across to stage left where they meet with ragged people who have entered from stage right)

7:
Look, Daddy.  Those people look hungry.  Can we share our cookies with them?

9:
That’s a terrific idea!
7: 
Would you like some cookies?

10:
Would we ever!  Thanks!
8:
Here.  We’ve got two boxes.  Please take this one and have a happy holiday!

11:
Happy Holidays to you, too!

10:
Let’s not eat them all.  Remember our friends who aren’t here yet.  We should save some for them.

11:
Good idea.  Here they are. 

(2  ragged people #12 & #13 enter)

10:
We’ve got some cookies to share.  It’s a regular feast!

12 & 13:
Thanks, you guys.  (wave goodbye to group who exit right)

14L:
I’ve lost my little brother.  I was supposed to be watching Sam.  I can’t find him anywhere.  

12:
We’ll help you look for him.  
Everyone:  Sam, Sam, Sam!

(12 finds Sam on stage right and brings him by the hand to centre stage.)

13:
Is this Sam?  

14:
You found him!  Thank you so much!

15:
(Sam, the little brother waves): I was really scared! 
14:
I am so glad I found you.  

15:
Bye-bye, bye-bye, bye-bye


(Thomas and Sam walk to stage left)
14:
Hey, Tyson.   I wanted to let you know that I’m sorry for being so mean to you a little while ago.  I was just in a really grouchy mood.  I guess I was mad because people were picking on me – and then I picked on you.  
16:
That’s okay, Thomas, but thanks for apologizing.  How come you’re not grumpy anymore?

14:
Well, I lost Sam and then these strangers found him for me.  It was so nice of them to go out of their way to help us.

16:
Ya know what I just remembered?  After you yelled at me, I was sort of mean to my little brother.  I feel kind of bad.  I think I’ll go home and try to make it up to him.

(Tyson walks across the stage to stage right)
Hey, Johnny!  Remember when I yelled at you.  I’m sorry.  

17:
You’re a dummy!
16:
I know.  How about if I take you to the park to make it up to you?

17:
Yes!  You’re not a dummy anymore!!!  Can I bring some friends?

16:
Sure! 

17:
(yells to stage left) Hey guys!  My big brother says he’ll take us to the park.

18:
Yay!  (runs across stage) I’m coming!   
19: 
Me, too! (runs across stage) 
20: 
Me, three!  (runs across stage)
7,8, 21 & 22:   Us, too! (run across stage)
16:
Johnny, just how many friends do you have?

All the kids:  Lots and lots and lots!

(Two elderly people enter from Rt.  They are having trouble walking because their sidewalk is slippery.)

18:
Hey, look you guys. (points)  There’s Mr. and Mrs. Ostergard.  It must be kind of hard for them to get around with all this snow.  How about if we shovel their driveway and sidewalk for them?

19:
Sure, why not!

23: 
(Mr Ostergard):  My, my, what thoughtful children!

24: 
(Mrs Ostergard):  It just warms my heart to live in a community so full of caring people.  Would you kids like some hot chocolate and cookies when you’re done?

18:
Yes, please!  

19:
Me, too!

20:
Me, three!

7,8, 21, and 22:
Us, too!

2:
I get it!  When you do one caring thing, it starts a chain reaction as the person you help is kind to someone else…. 
25:
And they are kind to someone else and so on and so on.   You just never know where it ends.  
26:
Maybe it never does.  Caring is the gift that just keeps giving.  

25:
Caring is like a torch that gets passed from one person to another.  
26:
Like yawns (everyone enters from the wings, yawning).

25:
And giggles (everyone giggles)

26:
And sneezes (everyone sneezes)

25:
So this holiday season, please pass the torch of kindness.
Everyone:  Care for one another!

(Everybody bows.)
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